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ate utterance of a purpose to wage war,
bitter, relentless and to the knife, is enough
to sicken one's soul.

" As the General Assembly has now entered
on the Briggs case, all else is suspended and
we must sit steadily without leave of absence
for an hour even, until the whole issuance
is made. God help us to show His spirit in
these trying days."

" May 26.

" I have just come in from a long, tense
agony in the Assembly, incident to the dis-
cussion of the question as to whether we shall
try Dr. Briggs or send the case down to the
Synod, the intermediate court. God help
them and his Christ-bought Church! In an
hour and a half after the discussion begins
we take the first great vote and this virtually
decides the case. Oh, that in this our hearts
and consciences could be illuminated by
Christ's own spirit of love and peace! But
I fear the motives are not all God-given.
However it goes, and it seems now as if it
could go only one way, we who profess the
liberal spirit must show the spirit of Him
who, when He was reviled, reviled not again."

On this same day he wrote to a friend:

" Here I am, and have been for more than
a week, sitting as Commissioner in the Gen-
eral Assembly ... at this great crisis. I
have had frightful work to do and warfare
to wage in the Judicial Committee. . . . Six
out of twenty-one finally refused to bow the to be en-
